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Christo Dimitrov (Washington, USA)

ON DECIPHERING AND INTERPRETING THE SO-CALLED “CYRILLIC INSCRIPTION
OF PRINCE PRESIAN FROM THE 11TH CENTURY” IN MICHALOVCE

(Summary)

The inscription, now in the Zemplin Museum in Michalovce, Eastern Slovakia, has been
interpreted as being Cyrillic and having probably been situated on the grave of the Bulgarian
prince Presian. It was read as “Here lies Prince Presian, born in (997/998 AD), died in
(106071061 AD)”.

A de visu examination in 1999 revealed that the first line (“here lies”) and the fourth and
fifth line (the dates of birth and death) are missing.

The following conclusions are put forward:

1. The inscription is not Cyrillic, it cannot be connected with the Bulgarian Prince Presian,
and it may be dated after the eleventh century.

2. It is a Latin memorial inscription from the late Middle Ages.

3. It may be deciphered as follows:

K{astellani] IN M[emoriam]

TATAUS [Tatus (?)] vel IANUS [Janus/Janos (?)]

I[ustus] V[ir]

i.e. “In Memory of the Castellan Tataus (Tatus?) [or Ianus (Janos)?], an equitable man*.



