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A CHRISTMAS CANON BY CONSTANTINE OF PRESLAV

(Summary)

The newly discovered Canon for Christmas is one of the most important achievements of
Old Bulgarian literature of the “Golden Century”. It was drawn up by Constantine of
Preslav together with other Old Bulgarian hymnographic works in the process of the joint
literary activity of the Cyrillo Methodian disciples in Bulgaria in the period immediately
after the death of St. Methodius (most probably in 886). The canon was composed after
the model of the rhythm and melody structure of the well-known iambic Christmas canon
of John of Damascus. The most interesting particularity of the work is the acrostic formed
by the initial letters of the verses in the troparia (120 verses in all). The acrostic contains a
heading with the name of the author and a brief poetic message to the newly converted
Slavs. I reported this newly discovered Old Bulgarian work in No. 4/1997 of the
Palaeobulgarica journal. In this paper I publish the full text of the canon according to a
Middle-Bulgarian copy of the 13th c. (Festive menaion No 522 in the Cyril and Methodius
National Library Sofia, the so-called Skopje menaion). Parallel with the Skopje copy I
publish also the text which is in the Menaion for December in the Typographic Collection
of RGADA Moscow (collection 381, No.130), a Russian handwritten menaion of the
12th-13th c. This text was presented by E. Vereséagin in No. 4/1997 of Palaeobulgarica as
a “peculiar paraphrase” of the Christmas canon of John of Damascus. The comparison
made in the present publication reveals the actual essence of the text and shows that in the
Typographic menaion No. 130 was attested a copy of the work of Constantine of Preslav.



