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The growing crisis in the world at large and 
in traditional Western Christianity has been 
paralleled by an enormous surge of interest 
in everything labeled 'occult', 'dualist' or 
'Gnostic' in the late 20th с If you enter the 
Internet and look for information on these 
subjects, you are bound to be swamped by 
thousands and thousands of web pages, 
many of which are produced by deranged 
minds. Scholarly interest in dualism has also 
expanded but until now English-speaking 
lecturers and students alike have had limited 
access to its sources. Janet and Bernard Ha­
milton, helped by the Bulgarian philologist 
Yuri Stoyanov, deserve our great appre­
ciation for bringing out this splendid and 
much needed volume. It is published as part 
of the well established and renowned Man­
chester Medieval Sources Series. At the same 
time, this collection is not free of problems 
and mistakes as, hopefully, my review will 
make abundantly clear. 

The Hamiltons have chosen to cover dua­
list heresies in the Byzantine world by which 
they mean 'the area affected by Byzantine 
civilization' (p. x). They begin the preface 
by saying that 'this book is about the rise of 
Christian dualism' (p. ix). Really? The first 
known Christian dualist in the world was, 
in fact, Marcion who lived in the 2nd cen­
tury. Although the dualist heresies persisted 
after the fall of Byzantium in 1453, the 
Hamiltons refuse to deal with them after 
that date because of what they call insuf­
ficient work on the early Ottoman records 
(p. x). A lot of these records have already 
been published (the earliest ones known to 

me date to с 1430) and they are fiscal, not 
religious, in character. Most Bulgarian dua­
lists, called Paulicians, became Roman Ca­
tholics in the late 16th and early 17th c , so 
information about their previous beliefs can 
be found in Vatican documents, published 
or not, and in preserved local traditions. The 
Hamiltons do not include documents be­
longing to the Armenian sect of the Tond-
rakians because of the linguistic barrier (p. 
x) but at the end of their book they find 
another pretext which is the unreliability of 
Conybeare's publication about them titled 
The Key of Truth (p. 293). 

After the Preface and the list of abbrevia­
tions the Hamiltons put two maps of the so 
called Byzantine lands in Europe (p. xiv) 
and in Asia Minor (p. xv). But Bulgaria was 
part of the 'Byzantine lands' only when it 
was conquered by Constantinople between 
1018 and 1185. The first map seems to be 
copied, without any reference, from G. Ost-
rogorsky's History of the Byzantine State 
(rev. ed., 1969, p. 289). The Bulgarian em­
pire which in the 9th and 10th с included 
most of Southeastern Europe is shown to 
cover in the north only what was later known 
as Wallachia. In fact, Bulgaria included 
Transylvania before the arrival of the Ma­
gyars (in 892 Prince Vladimir-Rasate nego­
tiated with the German King Arnulf to stop 
trading Transylvanian salt with the German 
rival Moravia) and its northeastern border 
reached as far as Besarabia. 

A 55-page long and substantial Histori­
cal introduction explains the genealogy of 
the Eastern dualist sects and the context, in 
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