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THE RELATIVE CHRONOLOGY OF THE TWO HYMNOGRAPHIC
SERVICES BY GREGORY TSAMBLAK AND HIS LIFE PATH"

There are three different scholarly versions of the chronology of Gregory Tsam-
blak’s stay in Serbia and Moldavia:

1) the “Bulgarian” one: Tsamblak first lived in Serbia (the last years of the
14th c.), later in Moldavia;

2) the “Serbian” one: he first stayed in Moldavia, later in Serbia (in 1402—
1409, 1402—1406 and/or 1406—1409);

3) the compromise point of view: he lived in Serbia twice, before and after
his stay in Moldavia'.

The absence in the Translatio of St Paraskeva'’s Relics (written by Tsamblak
while in Serbia) of the motive of divine vengeance upon Sultan Bayezid I for the
destruction of Christian states, relevant after the defeat of Bayazid by Tamerlane
and his captivity at the Battle of Angora (Ankara), may indirectly indicate that
the text was written before 1402. This is compatible with the versions nr. 1 and 3.

The same conclusion can be made from the observation that the Service for
St Stefan Decanski contains (in Oikos and other hymns) certain allusions to the
end of the world expected in 1492 (Gil 1995: 51).

Below, I will compare the two hymnographic services by Gregory Tsamblak
in honour of two saint martyrs — Stefan Decanski and John the New of Suceava —
written in Serbia and Moldavia respectively?. The first service will be cited

* This article was prepared as part of “Byzantium and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania: the
interface between the secular and the ecclesiastical spheres in the 14th—15th centuries”, a project
funded by the Research Council of Lithuania (Contract No. S-MIP-22-15).

! For more details see Typuios 2006.

2 For these saints and the hymnography in their honour see Typuiios 2010. The scholarly lite-
rature indicated here should be supplemented with Gil 1995: 50-53; Kuczynska 2003: 108—125.
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according to the Serbian manuscript Dec. 99 (1430/1440)3, the second one ac-
cording to the earliest (East Slavic) manuscript F19-169 (the first quarter of the
16th c.)* that once belonged to the Troitsky Markov Monastery in Vitebsk (in
those times in the Grand Duchy of Lithuania)?.

S. Kozuharov had no doubt that the Service for St John the New of Suceava
chronologically preceded that for St Stefan Decanski, since the phrasal acrostic
of the first composition Nogoms M8veNHKS HORS MgHNoLLIS XEAAS contains one word
less and is composed using the same number of troparia in each ode, while the
corresponding phrasal acrostic of the second composition Noroms M8veNHKS NORS
MPHNOLIS Axpa N'Benb contains one word more and required an additional tro-
parion in the last ode (Koxyxapos 2004: 188).

The facts are true, but their interpretation can be easily reversed which will
give us the opposite relative chronology. Indeed, when a hymnographic canon
contains an unequal number of troparia in its different odes, scribes usually tend
to make this number equal eliminating some troparia in those odes which con-
tain a larger number of hymns. The direction of structural changes — elimination
of “redundant” troparia rather than addition of new hymns in certain odes — is
especially clear when the same canons contain acrostics, Slavonic (in original
compositions) or Greek (in Slavonic translations), which testify to the original
structure of the canons with an unequal number of troparia in their odes. The
examples are too numerous to be cited here. In the light of this typology, an un-
equal number of troparia in the odes of a canon can be easily interpreted as a pri-
mary structural feature. If so, then Tsamblak’s canon for the St Stefan Decanski
with an additional troparion in its last ode may be seen as a chronologically
preceding feature, “corrected” by the author while compiling the later canon for
St John the New of Suceava.

While comparing the two canons, D. Trifunovi¢ indicated that the theotokia
which form the same Slavonic onomastic acrostic ['pnrogre in the two canons are
different in the 6th and 7th odes (Tpudynosuh 1975: 71). S. Kozuharov added
that the two canons also differ by the theotokia of the 5th and 8th odes, although
these hymns start with the same lexeme (Koxxyxapos 2004: 206). In fact, the Sth
theotokion in the canon for St John the New of Suceava pretty much corresponds
to the 7th theotokion in the canon for St Stefan Decanski, despite the different
innitial words in these hymns.

3 The description of the manuscript: Cunuk 2011: 410—-414; Ilepuuh, JoBanosuh-Ctunuesuh,
Mano-3ucu 2012: 237-139 (no. 235-237).

* The service for St John the New of Suceava has been published according to this manuscript:
Temunn 1997. Editions of other manuscript copies: Koxyxapos 2004: 183-205; Berynos 2005:
492-507; ITetkos 2009: 263-275.

5 The description of the manuscript: J{oOpsinckuii 1882: 289; Mopo3sosa 2008: 60. For the
discussion of its origin see Temunu 2021.
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I give below more evidence for this relative chronology, which is contrary to
that advanced by S. Kozuharov. The juxtaposed textual portions of the two ser-
vices are underlined. As we will see, the Service for St John the New of Suceava
exhibits secondary features in comparison to the Service for St Stefan Decanski®.

1) The Service for St Stefan Decanski quite often contains noticeably shorter
hymns in comparison to those in the Service for St John the New of Suceava:

Service for Stefan Decanski (November 11) |Service for John the New of Suceava (June 2)
by Gregory Tsamblak, Dec. 99, by Gregory Tsamblak, F19-169,
1430/1440, f. 1v. the first quarter of the 16th c., f. 9v—10.
NA CTRHO. CT?PH. raa. B. 00, Nome GWM;Q NA CTH FAX. B. (iW. Aome ecpga\m%.
[sticheron 3] [sticheron 3]
[locA b Gt BO"BMGHG Thi KPACOTA [locA B ANHMB CH RPEMENE Thi KIACOTA MOKA3A
MOKA3A CE. MNFO(T‘?M\N’E CTeaNE. ¢ MIPHKOMB WENORAAR CTPAAANHIA. H
A0 KOHLA HH3NATAR MPEAGCTD BAKHHE
Amero\;sﬂsw.
I\'I_I:lI-A C(\A | HEIL BW.
Bu SULOVTE BT Hbl. BhCH HCORBAOVEM. Mayie m; T\ HCTHI Y. MH’NLLH HCMORBAALLIA ¢
NPHOARO. IWANOMD CAARNBI Mpi ¢ BFONGR'BCTO. MBI TH
MPHIAAAEMD PPEXO. MPOCALIE MPOLIENHE.

This is in line with the general development of hymnography, both Byzan-
tine Greek and Slavonic, where earlier hymns are usually shorter than later ones.
This is especially significant in case of secondary reworkings which tend to be
expanded in comparison to their primary patterns.

2) In the Service for St John the New of Suceava, there are signs of a further
development of ideas by adding new antonymic oppositions to the initial state-
ments first expressed in the Service for Stefan Decanski:

Service for Stefan Decanski (November 11) |Service for John the New of Suceava (June 2)
by Gregory Tsamblak, Dec. 99, by Gregory Tsamblak, F19-169,
1430/1440. the first quarter of the 16th c.
NA AHTIH. (’T"?H PAA. A CArA. NA AHTHH. CT{bI. PAA. A CAMOFAN.
3anAHAA B'CA AVHTE, H RECEACIIE ChRepHAR. RCA PAVHTE CA H RECGAAL|1E
RB3BITPAHTE. MOCPT CeBS HMOVIYIE. 3RB30V | CA RB3BITPAHTE. MOCYEAH CEBE HMALLIE.
HE3AXOAHMOVIO H MHOPOCR'ET AOVIO. 3R'B3AN HE3AXOAHMOVI. H MHOOCRBTAOVK.
CABHDY'HIE 3¢ 11PBBBCXOABLIOVID. CTEHANA | CAHTHBIEA 3A0A 11 CRBCXOAALLIVIO IWAHA
REAHKOHMENHTAIO, CTTO KOg'BNE TT'RHLLIAA REAHICOHMENHTAT EAFOYTRAIO KOpEHE.
R'EThRb. MHOTONAGHAA H H3BEJAN'NAA. MYNYKOVIO RETRE Mnorom\ono\m H
HCTHN'NARO 3AMORBAEME XRBIMB ABAATEAR. [ H3BIANHOVIO. HAE MO, XA RB3AREABLIATO.
HKE XA MHOFO Rb3'ARBABLIANO. H HAMb W H ® NEro MNOKAE RB3ABAEH'NA BHIRBLIATO.
Niero mgoceipa geAilo MATH (f. 6v). HMAMB ngocaLe eabio A0 (f. 12-12v).

¢ For earlier attempts to compare the two hymnographic services by Gregory Tsamblak see
Tpudynosuh 1975; Munymes 2017; Mosuesa 2021 (just the theotokia).
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NA .. CTAO B, raN. LA oy,A,HBH fwe. M0 MOAHEW. TH. FAA. . A oy,A,HBH CA IWEH.

Oy AHBI:ILIJG AFF}\H I'IAYGGCTKI:.I\IOG 30€Ll.|€ OVA.HBH A MYTAB I'IAYGG('T‘BGNOG BOA R
Na TGB’B EHKAGMO W LI,?TKIA I'I?’EXOAGHJA TE¢BR T?bl’l"BNbG. B’I)QI'IVHI'AUJA TAa AFF)\H.
Rb NENAA LI,VTBIA RHTIA AOEQOA’ETGA MH. R'BNLLH WBAAAWLIE. HOC;)AMHLIJA ¢A B'BCORE.

;{mz\come B'BCORE. RBN'LBNCLLA T¢ RHABLIE. | TROGIO AOEACCTHI. €roke BO MHAXOV.
€roxe BO M’N'Ex@)f cT;z&'N’MH NH3AOKHTH. AACKANMH. NHH3A0KHTH CHMB MoB'EKEeNH
CHMb noc?z\M’AuLuE MAAOLLE, HIKE CEro TOFA BBIRLLIE MAAOLIA. OYTREPAHLUA CA R'BINHH.

OVKYBOHRIH MPOCRBTH Adne vate (f. 10v). | TROHM®B HCMORBAANHEM®B. HKE TOO TOrAA

OVK)BIHRBIH. TPOCRBTH A8LLA Natua (£ 15v).

As we can see, the Service for St John the New of Suceava exhibits new op-
positions which are absent from the Service for St Stefan Decanski: nixe Mnoro. Xa
RB3AKBABLUAM, H W HEr0 MHOKAE Rh3ANBACN'NA BLIRKIIALY; CHMB MOBEHKENH BhIRLLIE
MAAOLA. OYTREPAHIIA CA RBPNHH. TROHM HCI‘IOE"BAANHGM‘A.

3) The Service for St John the New of Suceava contains examples of the
saint’s direct speech introduced into troparia (this feature is not attested in the
Service for Stefan Decanski):

AL eTHoe TOPKECTRO. NENAR NPAZHOVIOTH MBICAENO  3¢MNARA KB RECEAHI
CB3LIBARLIE BB MAMATH AOEAATO MOARHKNHKA IWANA TYLIEAHRATO AAAMANTA.
HSNCMOTOLUA Ol BLRUIH. H COAHH OYTPOYAH CA MOYKI OYMBILIAAIL. WH ¢
RCB RBILLIBLLIH MPELIBAMLIG. CTOA IAKO AGED NOCPE MOABHIA. H NIYTAA OVCTPALLIAA

HCTIORBAANHE XRBIMB. BATOAE)BNOREN'NO KB NEMOY RBITHA. Ne KOCHH W ENAPXE. C& TH
NAOTH K TOMAENBIO. Thi OVEO AOROANBI JANBI HAHOCH XC ¢ REHUA NETA'BN'HBI H €roxe
NPonoRBAAN. ¢b Willb H ¢Tun XxS (Gloria in the 8th mode, f. 11-11v).

NH COVpORLETRO NIYTAA. H HH KEBACHAIA BHENHIA. NH NAOTEMB CBAJOBLACHHIA.

NH ICVOBGH MOTOLLH TROK. TBG?,A,OCTI;. N¢ BBI3MOIOLHA CAABNE W )((A WK?A’T‘HTH. Nnave «Ke

RBIHIALLE KB MOVYALLIH. pAKRE3HTE MA. MOVIAMH FAKOKE FOPNHAD HCKBCHTEANBIMB. AA
3AATO HCKBIIIENO IARAA €A ¢h3AARIIEMOY (Apostichon 2 in the 4th mode, f. 13v).
4) The saint’s name is introduced into theotokia in the Service for St John
the New of Suceava (but not in the Service for Stefan Decanskz)
Bu,o\f TA HCTHN'HOY KIFHILH. HCTORBAALLIA Ch IWANOMB CAARHKI NIpHE BFONGR'RCTO.

MBI TH MgHMAAAGMD rgkxo MPOCALIE ngoujeNHe (after the aposticha, f. 9v—10).

Tere BFOMTH IWANB RBNILENOCEILL noc;ze COVAHLIA. CRBTAO HCTHN'NOVIO Bu,o\f
HCMORBAA W Tgu,A EAHNOIO ORBLUOVI. H Ago\f MPEBBIRLLIOVIO T'BMKE BCENBTAR. b
MHMH CROGF0 CHA H BA MOAH PPBXOMB AAPORATH MPOL|IENbE (after the kathisma on the
first stichologion, f. 15).

5) The Service for St John the New of Suceava exhibits greater variability of
refrains in stichera of the same group:
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Service for Stefan Decanski (November 11)
by Gregory Tsamblak, De¢. 99,
1430/1440, f. 2v—3v.

Service for John the New of Suceava (June 2)
by Gregory Tsamblak, F19-169,
the first quarter of the 16th c., f. 10—11.

= T o A B 2
C’T“?bl. ra. . no. Keivn MOX BAA'NHMH.

Kbimn Bﬁox*EAA’NHMH TIBMH. RECTIOHMME

waﬁz\m\ HBNAFO YARKA. H 3EMALNA

ATTAN. BAFOUTIA MOBOP NHKA. H NEYhCTIA

WrONHTEAR. CTABMA NEMOKOABBHMATD,

CROGMOV v“vﬁmo\f. Rb EfAN’E\ AOBAIECT RNATO.

H Bb NATIACTE TPBMBAHRATO.

BGS?YHNzﬂo\f}OLLIHMb KA3'NHTEARA CTPALLINATO.
— 2 2

H BATOTEKOVLIHME TIOMOLI'NHICA TEM'AATO.

HMKE Xb HAMb AAPOVE REAI MATh.

CTPbI. ras. k. fiw. Keiun MOXRAANBIMH RBNILH.
nowomg.

KbiMH BAFOXRAANBIMH [TEMH RBCIIOM. IWANA
HCTHHN'NATO ROHNA 11010 REAHKOMO. CRETAAID
XPABOJNHKA XBA. BCAHZPAANANY CTIAAAALLA.
ONTREPAHTEAN BBIBI H HHINOKHTEAA ABCTH.
TPBIBAHRANO B HCKOVLLENH. (H B MSKA)
NETIPECTPALLINATO H NEYTEBIMB KASNHTEAA
CTPALLILNATO. H BATOYTRLIMB MMOMOLINHKA
TETIAAT0. HMZKE XC. HAMB AAQOVETH REABI

MATb.

KbIMH MoX BANNHMH BBN'LLH. BBH YAEMb
CTecijA. E;\T‘O‘?ASO\fM'I'A KPACOTOV.
cM”sgeNoMo\fA(l'A BHCOTOV. MPbAHNIE
NH3'AOKHTEAIN. CTENON HEWBOPHMOVI0, CROGH
€MOV WEHT'BABL NEMOEEAHMANO cwﬁz\?u,z\. H
R'TOPANO IWRA PAI\IAMH BBCOMb MPOTONHTEARA
CTpaL’H HAFO H AFFAO ChKHTEAR CAAR'NATD.
HMKE Xb HA AXJOVETh BEATT MAT®.

Kbian MOXRAANBIMH R'BNLLH K’EHH’A% IWEHA.
I\'/I_H"HHICS WEHNORAENHE. HCIKBCNATO EOPLI,A
Ei'\_rl'OY/'Tc‘\HI-A EO?HTGI\A E?AFA NHH3A0AKHRLLIATO
I<VOBI>I0 3E¢MARK WQLI_IBUJAFO H B?)SAO\{LU[)HI)II‘A
KH,’SA O\fCT?ALIJHBLIJAFW H HBNI}.I FI‘?HY’T‘AKLIJAFO
A AFFAM'Z) CTOAINA BCE3AATAI0. W NeMKE
('b,A,Gf?’KAT CAN. (TVANBI C"BBG?NBH‘A HMKE )'(_(.

Cljl BPAFI:I HOE'EH?AGTB HMBRAH RE¢AHI MA"TCTB.

K&IMH EAFOCLCTAR'NHMH FACH.

B3 BBAHYHMb cTeqs&. xuco«om(mro
WY'AX, THCTOTOI OVM NOK. CHPBIHME
MOMOLII'NHKA. H RbA0BAMbL MHTATEARA.
chm?IO\meMb O\J"T'BLUHTGM'A H NHLLIHMb
CAOVAHKHTEARA o\fcgma AOBJATO CTPOHTEAR,
AAN'NHMb Moy W Ba. HEMPAR'A0Y

Bb3 NENARHA ER’ LUATO. H TIPAR Y

NPENOMBTLLIARO. H HA (B XA MPOCHTH BeAI0

MATb.

KbIMH BAFOCBCTARNBIMH FACHI MPOCANRHMD
IWANA. Eucmcomgmro WPAA. CAORECD
ngMAgTHw IO KJHAOMB 3ANTA
MEROPAMHA. TPOYBOY BATOYTHIA. BAKHIA
CAARA TAHNBOTRA RB3TPEMBRLLTA. MEvA
H3BWLLIPENNATO. ’T";;YGCICNMH BEAENBH. HMKE
MEPhCKOE RB3NOLLIGHHE %¢ NHH3AOKH HMBAH
REAHIO MATb.

Kbimn Aos’ﬁochom*NHMH LRBTbI. 0YRE3EMb
CTEpANA. XBa CBCOYAN H3BBJAN'NATO. Rb
NIEM'ZKE Ch WILEMb H AXOMb BBCEAH C6.
IWQHC’)A B'TOATO Bb NAMACTE. H Bh KPOTOCTH
AEAA AOYTAro. CONOMWH b ﬂf’EMO\LA,fO(TH
gzxx NAFO. H HATH Bb €R’NOCTH ThYbHA.
ugeMb WBJA3b Kb AOBPOABABL H Kb MATH
NAKA3ANTE H3'R'BC T NO. HMiKE X'b NAMb

AAgogE REATIO MAT.

KbiuH 18MH H AOBJOTAMH OYRAZEMB IWANA

YIAMNATO. HKE NAOTH AARLUATO KB pANAMB.

CHAPOBACHHIO 3A HiKe A AAH MAGLIH NA

JANBI AARLUATO. H KPORH NELLIAAMNO. H3AHR 3a

H3AHRARLLATO CEBE AA ABA. WE(A3A NI TAGRA
" M

OV AHEABLUATO MAYEECTECTRENBI TEYIIENHE.

H TOr0 MOCPAMABLLATO. CAIPOTHRACHHEMD

KPBIKBIMD €roke %¢ BB RBNILLL NETABHHR

0y
R'RNYA HM'BIAH BEABK MAT.
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As we can see, the stichera for Stefan Decanski have two quasi-similar
refrains after the nammg of Christ who nawmb Az\gwe ReAil0 MATH (three times)
and ngocHTh Reablo MATH (once), while the stichera for John the New of Suceava
have four quasi-similar refrains: nams AapoyeTh BeabIo MAT; chi RPATBI MOBRKACT
NeTABNHRA RBNYA

HM'BRAH BEAHI MI\Tb, NHH3A0KH HMBAH RBEAHK MATI}., RBNLL,bI

HMBRAH BEABI MATD.

The same can be seen in the kontakion and the oikos:

Service for Stefan Decanski (November 11)
by Gregory Tsamblak, De¢. 99,
1430/1440, f. 19v—20v.

Service for John the New of Suceava (June 2)
by Gregory Tsamblak, F19-169,
the first quarter of the 16th c., f. 33v—34.

K3, TAA A 110, RB3'NE.

,A,po\frzxro KOCTANTHHA CTEKA T¢ LLJKEH.
BAFOYTIGM BAKEN'NE H I<f0T0(TI}0 MPAR'AOI
H MATHHRMH. Hb H BEAHKOMNHKA H
CTPANUA HCTHN'NA. T'RM K€ H TOBOK

ICQAQGLLITH C& RLMTETh. CTegjzﬁ MH'E T10X'RAAA H

OVTRYbKENIE.

KW. TAN A, 110, RB3NECHIN Ca NA |<ﬁ1>.
Mophekovio MAARARA TMOVYHNOY. KEMIAGHHIO
® RBCTOKA. KB CRREPOV TLIALIA CA. N
EFRH MPH3RARLLIOY TA AKOKA MATEH
KOVTIAA WCTARBAB. H TOMOY MOCABA0RA

I<f0l§|>}0 MYNHRA. B‘ZGMGHZNbIMHH CHBRBKSMNHRD

NGI‘I?QXOAHAI‘A. H RBHELLE HOCA NeMOBBAHMBIH.

KW,
,A,osp'l'H RAKA H Bb H Cb3ATEAb. AKOKE Bb
MPHT vH G’\?A(ICOH ;E W ABAATEAIG BHNorfﬁ,
TOrORHXb 3AMORRH (F'I_(.NHXB ICO'T‘O’?AFO??\O Rb
CROE gg”we ABAARLLIA. H MI:.,?,O\f I'IPHGMLIJA
H3NEH AN B G_A,HNIH NA AGTTH YA cH?e Kb
KON'LLOV 82kKe ABTO. H Bb CaMoe (hKPbLIJGHIG
THCO\le_IAMb REAHKATO CEro MNHIA H LI,?A
CROEMOY woner: ROV NEMOKOABEAIEMOE
3ABPAAO. H CROGH WEBITBAH NEJOVLLIHMOVIO
—
CT'BNOV. H PPHR'NOV BhCE3ANTOVHO LLJKRH. K0:Ke
H NOCKLUTH. ¢b NAMH 30B'BTh €AHNOIANO.
(TG¢ANB MNB NOX°RAAA H o\/rngmEeN'l'e.

IK\;UF.

I_IPIG?I:.IH 3HAKHTEAD H Bi’tICA H FOCﬁ‘O‘I\I'Z)

KHNOFPAAA MBICACNAT0. RAKOKE ﬂ?GrQ_’.T‘bIMH

CROHMH O\fC’T‘HbI RO HE W I'I?H'\’TH BHNOP?AAA

FA'T‘b RAKO HXKE BB EAHND NA ACCATH N

,A,'E(\AKLUH I'IOBNO\fIO AXCTH LI,’BNO\f. RAKOAKE H

- —

w I'IG’?KAFO ABAARLUIHMB. NNB A 'BABI H3RBCTH

RB. I'IPHY'T‘H IC?MGMOG IW§HA MOKA3ARD CRBTAX

I\'/I_H.’NKA. N CAMbIH O\fPKG MOCABA0KD A'BTNBIMB
A0

’T‘I}.ICO\ij_IAM'b. MOENO I‘IG?BI}.IM'b CT?AAA}\LLGM'A

FI?O({‘\AB NETA'BNHEMB. H HCLLBACNHIA ,A,A?OM‘Z).

BPEMEN NBIMH BO HCKOVIIH NEMPEXOANAR. H

R'BNELLL NOCHTH NeMOBBAHMBIH.

6) The rhetoric opposition of St Stefan’s noetic and his physical eyes (which
is an emotionally strong image, since the prince was blinded) in the 2nd tro-
parion of the Ist ode in the Canon for Stefan Decanski was simplified into a
mere mention of St John’s noetic eyes without any opposition. This explicates its
unnecessary nature and, respectively, its secondary origin within the Canon for
St John the New of Suceava:
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Service for Stefan Decanski (November 11)
by Gregory Tsamblak, De¢. 99,
1430/1440, f. 13.

Service for John the New of Suceava (June 2)
by Gregory Tsamblak, F19-169,
the first quarter of the 16th c., f. 16v.

—

O¥H CTeRA OVMNBH. AHLLENTEMb
YORLCTRNHXb. H NNt—A 3PHLLH RACNO. RAXKe
0KO NE BHAE 0 AFII\O\f NH N c?u,e YAKS

N¢ RB3HA0LLIE. RAKE TE¢BR ,A,A XI> TOro

WYHMA MI:I(AGNMMA FI‘?QCTOI-A Na (O\j'.A,HLl_IH

MYNICOMB 3?"BUJ€ Y'T‘NOG C'Z)CI\OBHG TeBE
ﬂ?HBbIEA}OLLIH fA,A,OCTHO IWANG MOA0BNBIMH
RBHLLB O\fKPALIJAIOLl_II'XI.

Rb3 MOBAI)LUOMO\f.

Thus, the image of noetic eyes is essential in the Service for St Stefan, but
quite optional in the Service for St John the New where it seems merely as an
element, borrowed from the earlier hymnographic composition’.

7) The theotokia of the canon for St Stefan Decanski are all devoted to various
Old Testament prefigurations of the Theotokos, while the theotokia of the canon
for St John the New of Suceava contains a single deviation from this rule in the
7th ode®. This deviation is to be understood as a secondary feature in comparison
to the entirely consequent scheme represented in the canon for St Stefan Decanski.

If we accept the “Serbian” version of Tsamblak’s life path and, respectively,
the chronological priority of the Service for John the New of Suceava, we will
be inevitably faced with the deduction that the stylistic features of his hymno-
graphy must have deteriorated in time: the hymns became shorter, antonymic op-
positions, the saint’s direct speech and his naming in theotokia were abandoned,
refrains lost their variability etc. All this can hardly be explained in a rational
way. That is why the chronological priority of the Service for John the New of
Suceava, formulated on general grounds by Trifunovi¢ in 1975 and later uncriti-
cally repeated by other scholars (Temunn 1997: 148; Koxxyxapos 2004: 188, 208;
Mosuea 2009: 546; Munymes 2017: 28), should be recognized as unrealistic.

Alternatively, if we accept the opposite relative chronology of the two ser-
vices, we will admit that Tsamblak’s hymnographic skills developed in time,
which is quite natural.

All this leads us to the conclusion that Tsamblak first stayed in Serbia and
later in Moldavia, which in fact means accepting the “Bulgarian” version already
collaborated by both the absence in the Translatio of St Paraskeva's Relics of the
motive of divine vengeance upon Sultan Bayezid I for the destruction of Chris-
tian states and the presence of certain allusions to the end of the world expected
in 1492 in the Service for St Stefan Decanski.

In this situation, the third (compromise) version of Tsamblak’s life path be-
comes redundant.

7 The importance of this image here is confirmed by its presence also in the Life of Stefan
Decanski, cf.: reaikns MOVHD Bb pABONME BEAHKb. H 0V NHIMA [TAYE MNOFO3JHTEA *NRHLUTH WYHMA, ALJE H
Tiacenie 3aT'gopH (The Life of Stefan Decanski by Gregory Tsamblak, f. 44).

8 For more details see Mosuesa 2021: 616.
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The Lives of St Stefan Decanski, St Nikolaus, and St Geor-
ge, with hymnographic services, 1430/1440: Monastery of
Visoki Decani, no 99; 8°, 288 f. An electronic copy on the
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