THE PALAEOBULGARICA

A journal which is fo pose and solve the problems of the Old-Bulgarian lan-
guage, literature, art, culture, and the life and history of their creator in the
Middle Ages — the Bulgarian people, has been a pressing necessity of long
standing. It is called for by a large number of reasons. Being the oldest Sla-
vonic literary language, the Old-Bulgarian is very close to the so-called “Proto-
Slavonic” language. It offers the starting position for gaining knowledge in the
phonetics, morphology syntax, and lexicology of the latter. This fact contributes
to its being considered one of the basic languages of the Indo—European lin-
guistic system. Since it was fixed in its written form very early, and being
very close to the so-called “Proto-Slavonic” language, the Old-Bulgarin lan-
guage affords the possibility of gaining an insight both into the initial stages
of the hystory and in general, into the history of the separate Slavonic lan-
guages, which developed their written forms much later. Its phonemes, mor-
phemes etc. are the keys to the phonemes, morphemes etc. of all Slavonic lan-
guages. It is only with the help of this language, that the Slavonic-linguists are
able to build up the history of the Slavonic languages. The Old-Bulgarian lan-
guage is also necessary for the acquaintance with and the study of the Old-
Bulgarian literature and culture as a whole. Its fexts are the most important
source of our knowledge about the life of the Bulgarian people during the Middle
Ages, i. e, about the medieval Bulgarian history. The above mentioned facts
determine the need of its being studied and investigated.

The study of the Old-Bulgarian literature and culture is of equally great
importance. They represent a remarkable phenomenon in the history of Euro-
pean literature and culture. The literature and culture existing till 9 ¢. A. D.
were developed on the basis of the alphabets and writing traditions of two
langunages: Old Greek and Latin. A new literature and a new culture, based
on their own alphabet and writing traditions, came into being in 9 c. A. D.
On this basis the Old-Bulgarian literature and culture were spread on large
areas of Europe, and the Old-Bulgarian alphabet was used by the peoples of
almost the whole FEastern part of the continent. They not only used it, but
doing so, they created remarkable written records of literature and culture.
Later on the Old-Bulgarian literature and culture gradually passed into the
national literatures and cultures of the peoples of Eastern Europe.

It would not be out of place to mention here that, together with the lite-
rature, the Old-Bulgarian painting, music, and architecture form part of the early
built-up Old-Bulgarian culture. We could also point out that they too, played an
international role and were later included in the painting, music and architec-
ture of the peoples and nations of Eastern Europe.

Tne history of the Bulgarian people of the Old-Bulgarian, i. e., the medi-
eval period, is also in need of a journal which is to pose and solve the prob-
lems of the Old-Bulgarian studies. The Bulgarian people has a long and ancient
history. The Bulgarian state is one of the earliest states to emerge in Europe
after the decline of Antiquity. Founded on the ruins of the Ancient World, it

5



played a significant role in the history of Europe. We should only remind of
the fact that it is situated on the road to and the borderline between two con-
tinents — Europe and Asia, and it has always taken an active part in the
development of their interrelationships. Broad ways of culture and of the so-
cial movements in the Middle Ages led out from this couniry to other
countries,

The relationships of the Bulgarian people with the other peoples and espe-
cially with the Slav peoples in the medieval period are also to be duly dealt
with on the pages of this journal. These relationships have been sound and
fruitful. The Slav interrelationships have always been a factor for the develop-
ment of the Slav peoples, and, by studying and making them known, we can
contribute to their furher development.

It should be noted, at last, that the Bulgarian Middle Ages cover a long
period — from the time of the foundation of the Bulgarian state in the 7 e.
A. D. to 18 c. The latter century marks the beginning of the New Bulga-
rian period in the Bulgarian history, culture, literature and art and also the
time when the foundations of the New Bulgarian language were laid. The Bul-
garian Middle Ages lasted over one thousand years and the problems of this
period are inexhaustible and, in most cases, significant both for science and
for socio-political life. The journal, which we are starting, can and ought to
become an important scientific organ and we are confident that it will find a
warm acceptance both among specialists and the public interested in the pro-
blems of language, literature, art and history.



